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dren ; educate them with good principles and active
habits, and they will make their way through life; I
wish you joy of your son, and I most heartily accept the
office of being its godfather. I give you my solemn
promise that I shall be in earnest to do my duty ;
and, if my best friend shall leave the world before me,
it may be a comfort to him to think that I am left
some time longer to take care of his children. If
taking a journey to Devonshire could be of any essen-
tial service to you, I should willingly come; but in
this case a proxy will do.

Mr. Hume is not to go to Paris : he is busy with
the continuation of his History. You admire our
Scottish authors too much; but you know, my worthy
friend, we differ just enough to enliven us, and afford
some exercise of our talents.

I cannot approve of your wishing to leave your family:
it was a sudden wish while your mind was unhinged.
Do not allow yourself to suppose that Lord L. will do
nothing more for you: he is your relation; keep well
with him, and things may come about. Let me be-
seech you, Temple, not to fix your desires on external
greatness. Recollect how you and I flattered ourselves
that we were to be the greatest men of our time.

" Rectius vives, Licini, neque ahum
Semper urgendo."                              *

Do you know that in reality your uneasiness is owing to
your allowing yourself to think too much of those who
have superior degrees of the favours of fortune. Pardon
me, my friend, if I write thus; I am sure I mean it
well. I should like much to have you settled in the
English chapel here, but I believe the income is less than
at your present residence. I shall, however, consider of
it, and inquire as to particulars, and when there will be